
 

South Padbury Primary School Sun Protection Policy 
 

 

Rationale 

Australia has one of the highest rates of skin cancer in the world, with two in three people 

developing skin cancer at some time in their lives.1 Overexposure to ultraviolet (UV) 

radiation from the sun has been identified as the cause of approximately 99% of non-

melanoma skin cancers, and 95% of melanomas in Australia. 

 

Research has established that childhood and adolescence are both critical periods during which sun exposure 

could contribute to skin cancer later in life. It is estimated that more than 75% of all skin cancers could be 

prevented by practising sun protective behaviours in childhood and adolescence. Given the amount of time 

spent in schools, it is critical that adequate protection is provided during this time.  

 

 

Skin Protection  

 

• The school expects students to wear broad-brimmed hats whenever they are outside  

• Staff are requested and encouraged to wear broad-brimmed hats when outside  

• Children without a broad-brimmed hat will be directed to play in an area that is protected from the sun  

• Spare hats will be available for students to ensure their playtime is not restricted as part of the school’s 

‘No Hat, No Play’ policy 

• Parents are encouraged to apply sunscreen before school, and students will be encouraged to apply 

prior to the recess and lunch breaks or any outdoor activity  

• Students will be encouraged to wear clothing that is sun protective, and school uniform fabric will be 

chosen based on an appropriate SPF rating 

• Sunscreen will be available and accessible to all staff and students in each classroom 

 

Curriculum  

 

• Sun protection and skin cancer prevention programs are taught in Health education across all year 

levels  

• The school will promote sun protection throughout the year via the school newsletter, assemblies, daily 

messages, parent and staff meetings and whole school activities  

 

Environment  

 

• The school has sufficient natural and built shade within the grounds for students and staff 

• Outdoor activities will be scheduled, where possible outside peak UV times 

• The school will ensure that adequate shade for all children and staff is provided at swimming/sporting 

carnivals and outdoor events.  
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