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Kookaburra Chronicles 

Fun in Year 1 

TA1 has had a exciting and busy 
start to Term 3. We have had lots 
of fun building and constructing 
with our new toys, learning a new 
dance in Edu Dance, and learning 

new skills in our swimming lessons. 
We are super excited to be     

studying the story of Goldilocks 
and the Three Bears and cant wait 
to make new chairs and beds for 
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Dear Families, 

Thank you for your continued support of the school this term, as we navigate Phase 

4 of the WA Government’s ‘Roadmap to Recovery’ COVID plan. Given the current 

situation in the eastern states, and now in New Zealand, it is timely to remind the 

community about expectations when on the school site. 

All visitors must sign in and out of the front office during the day and hand sanitise on entry and exit in 

the office. 

Parents, if you are entering the school grounds in the morning or afternoon for drop off or pick up, you 

must physically distance from each other and staff at 1.5m.  

Parents are asked not to enter the classrooms in the morning, and allow staff to organise and settle 

students. 

It is also important to remember that Phase 4 Guidelines for schools will impact some of our community 

events this term, unless The WA Government moves to Phase 5. That means some of our planned 

events may need to be organised differently or possibly be postponed or cancelled. The school will keep 

parents updated as decisions are able to be made. 

One of the positives to come from COVID restrictions in schools has been the opportunity for students to 

get  themselves to class, carry and unpack their own bags and prepare for the school day independently. 

This simple process has enormous researched benefits for our students in terms of their resilience,      

confidence and reduced anxiety. I would ask all parents to continue encouraging these practices. 

Supporting children’s learning and wellbeing is a priority for the school and we are keen to help families              

understand that there are many simple things parents can do that will build confidence, resilience and                  

independence in children, which in turn has a huge impact on their ability to learn at school. This week: 

Eating Dinner at the Dinner Table  

Do not underestimate the importance of families eating dinner together at the table! 

2 Scientifically Proven Reasons to Eat Dinner as a Family 

1. FAMILY DINNERS MEAN BETTER FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS 

Eating meals together has the potential to strengthen family bonds as it provides a daily time for the 

whole family to be together. For younger children, routine family meals can provide a sense of security 

and a feeling of belonging in the family.  

2. FAMILY DINNERS LEAD TO GREATER HAPPINESS 

Research examining 5,000 teenagers has shown that when children eat with their parents regularly, they 

are more likely to be emotionally strong and have better mental health. Teens who ate regular family 

meals were also more likely to be adjusted, have good manners and communication skills. This effect is 

not restricted to the children - mothers who ate with their families often were also found to be happier and 

less stressed as compared to mothers who did not. 

What are you having for dinner tonight and where will you be eating it? 

Happy Parenting! 

Cass Disisto 

Principal 

  

http://union.ifas.ufl.edu/documents/FamilyMeals.pdf
http://union.ifas.ufl.edu/documents/FamilyMeals.pdf
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=485781
http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20339151_8,00.html
http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20339151_8,00.html
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We are pleased to advise that South Padbury PS is implementing messageyou™Schools, a mobile 

phone messaging system to communicate student unexplained absences to parents/guardians.  

This new communication system uses Short Messaging Service (SMS) and will send text messages to 

parent/guardian mobile phones when your child is absent from school (in the instance that an explanation 

has not already been provided).  

Commencing 11 August 2020, at 10:00am each morning of a school day, our computer system will      

automatically send parents a message similar to:  

SPPS records show <Student Name> is absent <Day/Date>. Pls reply SMS or call 9307 5833,     

student name/reason/abs date  

SMS is designed to advise parents that according to school records, the student is absent and no reason 

has been provided to the school.  

It is a legal requirement that parents contact the school regarding any student absences or reasons for 

lateness. If an explanation for the absence has been provided prior to 10:00am each morning, then          

parents will not receive an SMS. Please note there may be some circumstances out of our control, 

such as power outages, where we cannot send SMS.  

Parents need to be aware that this system is an additional absence follow up service only. There will be 

times when parents may not receive a text message due to technical issues. In cases where you are  

concerned about your child’s attendance, please contact the school directly on 9307 5833.  

Once absence notification messages have been implemented, the use of SMS communications may be 

extended to wider uses such as unexpected school closures. 

Further enquiries should be directed to 9307 5833  

SAVE TO YOUR CONTACTS 

Parents should now have received a text message advising them that the Message You system has now 
launched at SPPS. Please save this to your contacts and use it to notify of any absences for your      
child/ren.  

MORE DETAILED MESSAGES 

The message tool has a very limited character capacity, so is not suitable for long messages. Please 
keep your notifications very succinct. 

For longer messages that require more detail please email. 

If you plan to go away during school term, please advise your child’s teacher and the school office by 
email in advance where possible. Email addresses can be found on the school website.                     
southpadbury.ps@education.wa.edu.au 

 

 

 

New School Messaging System  for  Absentees 



 

 

   NOTES HOME OR SENT VIA  CONNECT 

       *     Get Active Sports 

       *   P&C 30TH Anniversary Wine         
   Fundraiser 

       *      P&C Father’s Day Stall Note 

       *      New messaging system for       
   absences 

Contact Information: 
56 Warburton Avenue 
PADBURY  WA  6025 
Phone:  08 9307 5833 
Email: southpadbury.ps@education.wa.edu.au 
www.southpadburyprimaryschool.wa.edu.au 
Police Communications:     131 444                  
Education Security: 9264 4771 or 9264 4632 

Dates to put in your diary…. 

Thursday 20 August Indonesian Day 

Friday 21 August Book Week Virtual Incursion 

Week 6 Book Week 

Kindy Applications for 2021 
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If you do not intend for your child to continue at South Padbury for 2021 for our forward planning could 
you please let the front office know. You can contact us via phone on 9307 5833, in person or by email  

southpadbury.ps@education.wa.edu.au  

If you have a potential work transfer or house move, please let us know so we are aware of this           
possibility. 

PUPIL FREE DAY  

This day was rescheduled from  

term 2 

Week 6, Friday 28 August  

We still have some spaces available for Kindy 2021. If you are 
yet to submit your application, or if you know of someone in 
the community who would like to enrol their child in              
kindergarten for 2021, please let them know. We require your 
child’s birth certificate, AIR Immunisation record, which is ob-
tainable through your My Gov account and proof of address, 
such as an amenities account. Passport and Visa details are 
required if the child or both parents were born overseas. You 
may now submit your applications at the office. For any further 
information please contact us by email southpad-
bury.ps@education.wa.edu.au or phone 9307 5833. You can 
download an application via our website 

Due to the ongoing restrictions of 

COVID We will only be able to 

advise nearer the date on any 

upcoming events and how they can 

operate within the guidelines and 

limitations. 

Students not Returning to South Padbury for 2021 

http://www.southpadburyprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/
mailto:**southpadbury.ps@education.wa.edu.au
mailto:**southpadbury.ps@education.wa.edu.au

